Naman Mutalik Desai

nvmdesai@gmail.com | https://www.linkedin.com/in/naman-mutalik-desai/

Objective

| am a high school senior with a passion for combining economic insight with civic-minded
strategies to create sustainable and inclusive communities. Currently, | am exploring how spatial
analytics and informatics in general impact urban planning. | am eager to learn, collaborate, and
contribute to meaningful projects at the intersection of business, data and policy as | prepare for
college and future career opportunities.

Education, Training, and Certifications

1.

aprown

Skills

High school diploma from Tesla STEM High School, Redmond, WA (Aug 2023 - Jun 2026)
e Unweighted GPA: 3.81/4.0; Course rigor: 9 AP & 4 Dual Enrollment classes.

e ACT Composite: 34/36; SAT: 1510/1600

University of Southern California Building Blocks of Business Certificate (Aug 2025)
American Red Cross First-Aid, CPR, AED Certificate (Nov 2024)

Foundations of Kingian Nonviolence Conflict Reconciliation Training (Jul 2024)

Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth Arduino Prototyping Certificate (Aug 2023)

Arduino Prototyping (Intermediate to Advanced)

Programming: Python, Java, C (Beginner to Intermediate)

Data & Mapping Tools: Excel, Power Bl, ArcGIS (Intermediate)

Graphics Design Tools: Adobe Illustrator, InDesign (Intermediate to Advanced)
WordPress Website Development (Advanced)

Communication: Writing & Public Speaking (Advanced)

Languages: Hindi (Fluent), Kannada (Fluent), Spanish (Conversational)

Honors and Awards

1.

National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalist (2026)

Issued by National Merit Scholarship Corporation based on 2024 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test scores. Finalist status pending.

Mike Yarrow Peace Fellowship (2024 & 2025)

Selected as a fellow by the Western Washington Fellowship of Reconciliation and awarded
$1,000 in grants to advance environmental sustainability initiatives.

2nd place in Animatronics at Technology Student Association, States (Nationals
Qualifier, 2025)

Awarded for building a robotic dragon that could flap wings and breathe simulated fire.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/naman-mutalik-desai/

2nd place in Business Ethics at Future Business Leaders of America Regionals (States
Qualifier, 2025)

Awarded for a business case presentation about navigating ethical tensions.

AP Scholar with Distinction (2024)

Issued by College Board for having a score of 3 or higher on at least 5 exams, and an
average score of 3.5 across all exams taken.

1st place in WA Tracking Network Science Contest by WA Department of Health (2024)
Awarded for a policy paper titled “Addressing Socioeconomic Disparities: Strategies for
Promoting Access to Healthy Foods and Improving Health Equity in Washington State.”
Silver Key Scholastic Writing Award, West Region-at-large (2023)

Issued by the Scholastic Art and Writing for a personal essay titled “The Best Apology is
Changed Behavior,” recognized for its emotional depth and narrative craft.

1st place in Essay Writing at WA Parent Teacher Association (PTA) contest (2023)

Won top award in state-wide essay competition in high-school division for my personal
essay about David Mclntosh, my mentor at the Gates Foundation and an influential figure in
my life.

Portfolio Highlights

1.

Greens for All Policy: Analyzed WA State Department of Health datasets to propose
legislation based on the connection between obesity, diabetes, heart disease, and access
to healthy food. The policy won first place in the 2024 WA Tracking Network’s youth science
contest for its data driven approach.

Featured on May 2024 edition of ParentMap magazine for my advocacy work related to

Sustainable Agriculture developing precision agriculture devices.

Maintaining a personal blog for 3+ years as a living portfolio of my interdisciplinary projects
and reflections. Featured work includes projects ranging from agricultural sustainability to
Bollywood movie parodies. The blog has organically reached over 6,000 readers and
continues to gain steady viewership. Link to the blog: theridgeguy.com.

Experience

1.

ASB Senior Representative — Tesla STEM High School

[Grade 12; 3+ hours per week for 40 weeks (about 10 months)]

Elected to represent 140+ seniors; Organized memorable senior bonding events, led prom
planning; negotiated vendor contracts for venue, catering, DJ, decorations; managed $20K
senior class budget; raised $10K via fund raisers; handled class communications; liaised
with administration; advocated for student needs.

Link Crew Leader - Tesla STEM High School

[Grade 12; 2 hours per week for 36 weeks (about 9 months)]

Teacher-nominated; mentored 10 freshmen through high school transition; Led overnight
camp, orientation tours, and regular check-ins.

3. Youth Ambassador - Gates Foundation


https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/RajeshK_MutalikDesaiN_GreensForAllPolicy_ProgramandPolicyDesign_ProjectPaper.pdf
https://www.parentmap.com/article/gates-foundation-discovery-center-youth-ambassador-sustainable-agriculture
https://theridgeguy.com/

10.

[Grades 9-11, 1.5 hours per week for 36 weeks a year (about 9 months)]

1 of only 2 freshmen selected; advised the foundation on grants & exhibits at the Discovery
Center about stigmatized topics like sanitation & reproductive health; led media-covered
fairs & global health workshops for 1,000+ youths; rose to leadership role as emcee of the
fair, delivering a speech about our work & interviewing prominent guests.
Entrepreneurship Project — Precision Farming Prototypes

[Grades 10-11; 3 hours per week for 10 weeks a year (about 2 and a half months)]

Built precision farming soil sensor prototypes, automated a client’s greenhouse watering
system, earned $1K grant, prototyped NPK (Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium) soil nutrient
sensors to address fertilization run off; documented projects and reflections on the blog;
advanced environmental activism.

Kingian Nonviolence Advocacy and Peace Fellowship - Fellowship of Reconciliation
[Grades 10-11; 16 hours per week for 1 week a year]

As a Mike Yarrow Peace Fellow, completed two formal advocacy and conflict resolution
training courses based on the work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the organizing strategies
he used during the Civil Rights Movement; applied principles in youth leadership and
community engagement; youth panel member in the 2025 Spring Conference.

Real Estate Finance & Development Intern - Vinata Investments

[Grade 12; 4 hours per week for 12 weeks (about 3 months)]

Gave property tours to potential investors; validated specifications for low-income housing
and residential projects; created promotional materials like flyers, banners, posters & set
up booths at local business fairs.

Youth Basketball Referee - City of Redmond

[Grades 11-12; 4 hours per week for 12 weeks a year (about 3 months)]

Officiated 40+ games per season for 6-8-year-olds; ensured fair play, taught rules, instilled
sportsmanship & teamwork; managed communication with youth, parents & coaches;
volunteer role in Gr 9,10 & promoted to paid positionin Gr 11, 12.

Saxophone Section Leader, School Orchestra - Tesla STEM High School

[Grades 9-12, 2 hours per week for 36 weeks a year (about 9 months)]

Took after-school Orchestra class; Led saxophone section; played Alto and Baritone
saxophones; only member to double on Baritone sax when required; performed at fall,
winter, and spring concerts.

Independent Summer Learning

[Grades 11-12; 40 hours per week for 3 weeks a year]

Selected for the free, residential University of Washington (UW) Transportation camp to
explore urban transport infrastructure, redesigned a Seattle city intersection to improve
accessibility, experienced campus life at UW; earned University of Southern California’s
pre-college Building Blocks of Business certificate.

Environmental Communications Intern - Waste Management

[Grade 10; 5 hours per week for 8 weeks (about 2 months)]

Toured Seattle-area recycling plants; designed Public Service Announcement (PSA) on
harmful effects of PFAS (Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) “forever chemicals.”



